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Walking on the wildside 2016 

Our educational farm walk and floristry 

demonstration for 2016 was held on August 30, 

with the number of participants capped at 50. 

Registration costs were kept the same as in 

2015, with registration income supplemented by 

generous sponsorship from East Coast 

Wildflowers, WildFlowers Australia and Apack 

NSW Pty Ltd plus the silent auction of the 

finished designs.   

 

Participants assembled at a commercial 

wildflower farm for morning tea and a farm 

walk to show them firsthand how top quality 

flowers are grown. They learnt a lot as they 

toured the plantation, especially about the 

paper daisies which are the farm’s signature 

crop (photo below). 

 

While the farm walk was happening, the florists 

arrived to get set up. Despite lots of preparation 

the day before, this was still a very time 

consuming task. 

 

Following lunch, everyone settled in for over 90 

minutes of inspiring floral design, as Mel 

Anderson and Helen Williams from White House 

Flowers shared their passion for floristry and 

wildflowers in particular! They were assisted by 

their colleague Jennie, who also modelled a 

number of the creations. 

 

Between them they produced wide range of 

work ranging from delicate buttonholes and 

wired flower crowns, through colour themed 

bouquets, stunning wedding  bouquets and 

table centre pieces, corporate designs, wall art 

and wearable items including a floral cape.  

 

The wide range of best quality wildflowers 

provided by East Coast Wildflowers and WFA 

grower members who attended were 

complemented by a great selection of 

traditional and tropical flowers and foliage.  

 

 
Mel at work 

 

Mel and Helen relished the opportunity to 

explore the possibilities offered by the flowers 

and foliage at their disposal, loving the shapes, 

textures and colours, and their ‘robust yet 

delicate’ character. They said that ‘wildflowers 

are very popular at present’, capturing the 

current trend where brides are looking for 

‘earthiness’, ‘a natural look’ and ‘handpicked 

blooms’. They also remain in demand for 

corporate work. 

 

As they worked, they shared their special tips 

and techniques as well as insights into working 

with flowers and keeping clients happy. 

Meeting the bride’s brief can at times be quite 

a challenge, and as the florist, Helen believes 

it’s important to work out how to achieve what 

the bride is looking for while ensuring that works 

with the venue. In making a wedding bouquet, 

Mel thinks about the way the wedding 

photographer works, ensuring the bouquet ‘is 

really well finished and carries all the way round 

(so she likes to work in front of a mirror)’.  

‘Having flowers well conditioned is important, as 

it helps you work quickly in a commercial 

setting’ said Helen. ‘It’s also important to take 

the time to educate your regular customers 

about flower care, how to maximise their 

longevity and get the most out of them’. 

 

 
Wedding bouquet by Helen (above) and bouquet in 

apricot and copper tones by Mel (next page). 
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Before the day, the florists were given an outline 

of the ‘floral background’ of the participants 

and planned their work to make there was 

‘something for everyone’. This worked really 

well. 

Feedback through the evaluations again 

provided valuable insights into who 

participated, how much they work with 

wildflower products and what they learnt from 

the day. Comments were received from 34 of 

the 50 participants – of whom 32% were florists, 

20.5% floristry students, 12% growers and 12% 

floral artists with the balance including ‘flower 

lovers’ and/or members of the Royal 

Horticultural Society of NSW which is an active 
supporter of floral art.  

As in previous years, students and newly 

qualified florists (1-5 years’ experience) formed 

the largest group represented (over 40%). This is 

important as it means the event is targeting 

people in the early stages of their floristry career 

and encouraging them to understand and use 

wildflowers.  All who responded to the 

evaluation already use wildflower products in 

their floristry, but to varying degrees. Most 

(almost 61%) said that between 20% to over 50% 

of the product they choose to use is wildflowers. 

Most purchased from the Sydney Flower Market 

and nearly half also bought directly from 
growers. 

Things that they learnt during the farm walk 

included a deeper appreciation of the 

challenges faced by growers including adverse 

effects of weather on growing and supplying 

the market, the hard work behind the scenes 

(and how much time it takes), and how often 

growers go and cut the flowers for market. They 

also learnt more about how painstaking 

breeding is. Other important ‘take home 

messages’ were how intense (and fragile) the 

industry is and how much passion growers and 

breeders have for what they do. 

 

Flowers that ‘caught their eye’ during the 

demonstration included the following: paper 

daisies, Stackhousia, woody pear, kangaroo 

paw and Macropidia, ‘Dancing Queen’ 

waxflower, waratahs, eriostemon, flannel 

flowers and banksias. Several florists 

commented that they were now much more 

aware that the wildflower range includes 

‘petite and softer flowers’. 

 

There was unanimous support for another event 

next year and useful feedback about what sort 

of focus would attract them to attend. Many 

said they left the day hugely inspired about the 

possibilities wildflowers offered their floristry work. 

 

A big thank you to all WFA members who 

helped on the day! 
 

Rio presentation sheaf challenges students  

Mid October saw the release of results in this 

year’s WFA National Student Floristry 

Competition.  

 

The judging panel of 5 enjoyed reviewing the 

many innovative and beautiful designs and 

notes submitted, but faced quite a challenge in 

choosing the winners from 131 entries.  

 

Students interpreted our theme in many 

different and interesting ways. Some chose an  

Olympic sport or particular athlete to inspire 

their design, adding colourful embellishments 

like ribbon, feathers, or sporting elements like 

racquets, gymnastics rings and stirrups. Others 

reflected the spirit of Olympics competition or 

the Olympic torch, choosing plant materials 

and accessories in tones of red and yellow, 

gold, silver and bronze. Australian and South 

African flowers and foliage provided plenty of 

scope in this colour palette. Others designed 

their entry aim to capture the colourful vibe of 

Rio, the 2016 Olympics host city, adding vibrant 

tropical flowers and foliage, including 

heliconias and mini pineapples. And some 

students drew their inspiration from the 2016 

mascot and its colours.  

 

This year also saw a greater use of particular 

flowers such as Geleznowia and wattle. 

Banksias also featured strongly, both for their 

solid colours, robust nature and dramatic 

shapes which can be clearly seen from a 

distance, an important consideration in a 

presentation sheaf.  Many students were also 

very creative in how they bound their sheaf, in 

terms of materials and embellishments. 



 

To see photos of the winning designs and 

details of their inspiration, as well as photos of all 

the entries, go to: 

http://www.wildflowersaustralia.com.au/floristry

-competition.  

Here are the winners in categories 1 and 2 – 

where available, some different photos from 

those featured on the website. 

 

 
This entry won Julia O’Byrne from South Metropolitan TAFE, 

Murdoch WA first place in category 1. Julia’s design 

celebrated the equestrian cross country team.   

 
Second place was awarded to Mia Fox, also from South 

Metropolitan TAFE, Murdoch WA (above). Her design 

reflected the vibrant Olympic flame. 

 

 
3rd place winner was Kathryn Reid, Pearson’s School of 

Floristry, the design inspired both by the exotic carnival 

dancers of Rio and the Olympic torch. 

 
The winning design in category 2 by Leteisha Knecht 

(Holmesglen Institute, Vic) was inspired by rhythm 

gymnastics. 

 
Second place entry by Katie Effern, also from Holmesglen, 

celebrated badminton. 

 

 
Third place was awarded to Liesl Parsons from South 

Metropolitan TAFE, Murdoch WA for her ‘gold, silver and 

bronze’ entry above. 

 

As in previous years, I also posted details of the 

winners and photos on the WildFlowers Australia 

Facebook page. This year there was a huge 

response, with lots of great chat from the 

winners, their teachers, friends and family. This 

greatly extended the awareness of our 

Facebook page with over 3,600 reached in the 

first week and lots of ‘sharing’. 
 

The following colleges entered their students 

and we thank their teachers for coordinating 

this for us.    

TAFE Queensland, Southbank Institute of 

Technology, Brisbane  

  

TAFE NSW South Western Sydney Institute, 

Padstow  

 

TAFE NSW Western Sydney Institute Nepean - 

Penrith  

 

TAFE NSW Sydney Institute, Ultimo NSW  

 

TAFE NSW Northern Sydney Institute – Ryde 

College and Hornsby Campus 

 

http://www.wildflowersaustralia.com.au/floristry-competition
http://www.wildflowersaustralia.com.au/floristry-competition
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TAFE Illawarra, Yallah NSW  

Pearson’s School of Floristry, Sydney, NSW  

 

Canberra Institute of Technology  

  

Holmesglen Institute of TAFE, Melbourne Victoria 

  

South Metropolitan TAFE, Murdoch, WA 

(formerly Challenger Institute of Technology, 

WA). 

 

All entrants will receive a certificate, specially 

designed to reflect our ‘Rio’ theme.  

 

Competition sponsor Helix Australia offered 

product as their sponsorship. The first 3 colleges 

to submit completed entry forms to competition 

coordinator, Del Thomas, by the due date are 

to receive a box of 25 bunches of Helix 

waxflower selections. These are for their 

students to use in their classes. The winning 

colleges are Pearson’s School of Floristry, TAFE 

NSW South Western Sydney Institute, Padstow 

and Holmesglen Institute of TAFE. 

 

Sincere thanks again to all the competition 

sponsors, without whom there would be no 

competition:  

East Coast Wildflowers 

The Flower Association of Queensland Inc  

FreshFlowers.com.au 

The Australian Flower Investment Company 

Civil and Structural Engineering Design Services 

Pty Ltd 

Helix Australia 

The International Protea Association 

Premium Greens Australia 

The Wildflower Industry Network NSW Inc. 

Dakota Flower Company 

  Who sets the trends?  

 
It’s no accident that you can buy various 

products in homewares, clothing etc from 

different manufacturers in any given year, and 

find they match. Or that you find your favourite 

colour is either everywhere, or nowhere at all.  

 

An insight into how colour trends are forecast 

was presented by Jane Stockel at the 

Australian Floral Art Association National 

Convention held in August. The trends are 

carefully analysed by members of the Colour 

Marketing Group (CMG) of which Jane is a 

member, to develop the palette of colours that 

will be ‘in’. CMG is a far reaching and broad 

based international association for colour 

design professionals. Their mission is to create 

colour forecast information for professionals 

who design and market colour. They work 2 

years in advance!  

 

There are various subgroups around the world 

that meet to develop their ideas which are then 

combined at a summit in the US to develop the 

‘world palette’. 

 

Here’s how it works. Each subgroup develops its 

‘story board’ that will drive the trends. For the 

current period of 2015 to 2017, the story board 

included these trends: wellness, the aging 

population, travel (and that it inspires décor), 

downsizing (and the ‘tiny house’ movement), 

make believe and fairy tales, the Olympic 

games, and ‘transparency’ (directly, as in being 

able to see through things, and more generally 

in terms of institutions and governments being 

more transparent in their policies and actions).  

 

These story boards then set the ‘emerging 

trends’ for the next 2 years: 

Herbs and fresh foods (and the concept of 

‘eating well’ and ‘wellness’), gardening and 

community participation, moveable garden 

structures, colourfulness evoking the carnival 

atmosphere of Rio during the Olympics, 

miniature gardens and see through structures. 

 

And then the colour palette is developed. All 

members of the CMG contribute their colour 

ideas and samples to see what common trends 

emerge. This sets the trends as to how we use 

colours in our homes and lifestyles, including 

plants and flowers. The palette of the moment 

includes ‘the wellness’ colours of soft turquoise, 

mauve and green, but the important colour 

right now and into 2017 is copper to coppery 

orange. And the colour you will be seeing less 

of is blue. 

 

What does this mean for the wildflower 

industry? Well, we have many products that fit 

right into the copper trend! Make sure you 

promote them to your buyers. A number of 

wildflowers add copper accents (see examples 

next page) - banksias, grevilleas, paper daisies, 

kangaroo paws, dryandra, leucadendrons,  

leucospermums and Phyllica to name a few. 

See also the entries in the 2016 floristry 

competition where there was strong use of 

bronze tones in flowers and foliage. 



 

 
 
l 

 

 
See the latest at 

http://www.colormarketing.org/ 

New board members in profile   

As mentioned in the last newsletter, WFA 

welcomed two new members to the board at 

the AGM. Here is a little about them. 

Andrew Connor 

Andrew emigrated to Australia in 1991 from the 

UK. He ran his own gardening/landscaping 

business for four years, and spent another 4 

years running Saxon Farms in Perth. There the 

main crop was waxflower. 

 

Andrew joined WAFEX in 2001. For the first year 

he ran receivals in Perth and then moved to the 

Melbourne office where he ran operations for 

four years. 

 

He moved back to the UK from 2006 to 2009. 

2010 saw Andrew return to Perth to rejoin 

WAFEX. His current role is to look after all WA 

buying and sales. 

 

Andrew is married with two young boys, aged 5 

and 7. 

 
Craig Scott 

Craig Scott is from East Coast Wildflowers, a 

business that grows and also wholesales 

wildflowers from its stand in the Sydney Flower 

Market. Craig represents the 4th generation of 

his family in the wildflower industry.  Well known 

and respected in the industry for many years, 

Craig is a strong supporter of industry 

promotions, new growers and florists. The photo 

to the right shows him ‘walking’ one of the 

arrangements through the audience at 

‘Walking on the wildside’ 2016. 

 

Craig’s great grandfather William Robinson 

operated a mixed business located between 

the railway station and Woronora Cemetery 

which also sold flowers. When Craig’s father Col 

took over the shop, the business also sold a 

range of traditional flowers grown on the 

family’s nearby farm, supplemented with 

greenery picked from bush in the Sutherland 

area. Sales were made locally and through 

their flower stand in the Haymarket, and later at 

Flemington. 
 

 

 
With the move to a new farm established at 

Mangrove Mountain on the Central Coast of 

NSW, there was a shift in focus to native flowers. 

Now managed by Craig, the farm produces a 

wide range of wildflowers, including a large 

area under cover. Craig is currently establishing 

a second plantation at nearby Somerbsy. As a 

wholesaler at the Sydney Flower Market, East 

Coast Wildflowers supplies high quality seasonal 

flowers and foliage all year round, including 

many more unusual products not generally 

available.  

 
Native flora licensing in NSW – WIN members 

lobby  

As reported in the last newsletter, NSW growers 
are likely to be affected by the NSW Biodiversity 

Conservation Bill 2016 which proposes a 

different approach to land management in 

NSW. This was discussed by members of the 

Wildflower Industry Network of NSW Inc. (WIN) at 

http://www.colormarketing.org/
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their recent meeting and farm walk (WIN is an 

association member of WFA).  

 

The particular aspect of the bill of importance 

to NSW wildflower growers is licencing for 

growers of NSW protected plants and the 

subsequent harvesting of blooms and foliage 

for sale. (The list of NSW protected plants and 

foliage covers most species traded for floristry).  

 

Licensing has been a vexed issue for growers 

over many years. WIN members felt that 

debate and consultation about this Bill presents 

an important opportunity to bring NSW 

protected plants licencing to the attention of 

Parliament with a view to achieving change.  

 

The meeting therefore endorsed preparation of 

a letter to express wildflower growers’ 

objections to licencing. The meeting also 

agreed that, if deemed necessary, wildflower 

grower registration either as an individual or as 

a member of a properly constituted NSW 

wildflower organisation would be acceptable.  

 

The letter has been sent to WIN members and 

other NSW growers to draw the issues to their 

attention. They’ve also been asked to forward 

the letter to their local NSW Member of 

Parliament before October when the bill is due 

to be introduced and debated in the House. 

 

Currently a licence is necessary to harvest or 

grow many of the species on the NSW 

protected plants list. Part 2, Division 1, section 

2.2 (1) on page 6 of the Bill states picking plants 

is an offence. This implies that the commercial 

activity undertaken by growers of native 

species for commercial harvest of flowers and 

foliage is an offence. And further, section 2.5 on 

page 7 states that dealing in plants is an 

offence. Part 2, Division 2, section 2.8 (1) (k) on 

page 10 of ‘Defences’ implies that growers will 

continue to require a licence to undertake 

growing and selling of protected species of 

NSW wildflowers. 

 

On the Land Management NSW web site under 

the Section ‘Native Plants and Animals’, the 

sub-section Managing Wildlife Interactions 

states: “Under the draft Biodiversity 

Conservation Bill, wildlife activities will be 

assessed on level of risk. High-risk activities 

continue to be regulated, but low-risk wildlife 

activities will no longer require a licence”. 

“These will be activities considered to pose a 

low risk to wildlife populations. Exempt activities 

will be listed in the regulations.” The risk 

assessment process is unclear. 

 

In their letter, growers are requesting that 

plantation grown NSW protected wildflowers, 

grown for commercial purposes be assessed as 

low risk. They’d like this to be listed in the 

regulations as an exempt activity.  

 

The rationale for this is as follows:  

1. Plantation grown NSW protected native 

plants are sourced from nurseries or have been 

developed by growers. Plants grown are 

artificially propagated, raised from seeds, 

cuttings or occasionally tissue cultures. The 

source plants have been chosen for their 

superior cut flower characteristics or are the 

result of careful breeding programs (and some 

may be hybrids). In many cases, the superior 

selections grown in growers’ plantations do not 

occur in the wild.  

2. Most wildflower species cultivated for the 

commercial flower trade are woody shrubs to 

trees which the growers tend for up to 5 years 

before sufficient quantities of product are 

available to market. These are usually grown as 

row crops, often with irrigation and crop 

supports. Selected species are grown in 

containers in simple greenhouses to allow 

higher quality or out of season flowers to be 

produced. This represents considerable 

investment by the growers. 

 

3. Plant husbandry practices are similar to 

practices used by other non-native flower 

growing enterprises, but with generally fewer 

fertilizer and farm chemical inputs. 

 

4. Wildflower growers may have occasional 

contact with wild populations of protected NSW 

plants. However, most commercial wildflower 

farms aim to retain buffer zones of native 

vegetation as windbreaks and habitat for birds 

and insects that assist in managing crop pests. 

 

5. The availability of cultivated wildflowers 

allows for more members of the NSW public to 

enjoy and appreciate NSW native plant flowers 

and foliage. The same flowers are grown 

commercially on plantations in NSW, Victoria 

and Queensland. However, interstate growers 

of NSW protected native flowers and foliage 

sold in NSW do not require a license. 

 

6. The product produced by commercial 

wildflower growers significantly helps to 

conserve the wild populations of protected 

NSW plants by making the flowers and foliage 

readily available (in season) through wholesale 

and retail outlets, for commercial displays and 



 

festivals, and for export. This eliminates the need 

(and temptation) for bush picking, which for 

many species is currently illegal. 

 

Industry members have already received 

feedback from politicians ranging from a form 

letter, to a letter stating that points have been 

noted, and one where there was personal 

contact and the government MP agreed that 

the industry request was reasonable and could 

see no reason for licensing. NSW NPWS has also 

invited WIN to nominate a representative for 

the NPWS advisory committee. 

 

If you want to read more on what is being 

proposed in NSW, go to: 

https://www.landmanagement.nsw.gov.au . 

If you start at the home page, you will find all 

the necessary links. 

 

As listed in the last newsletter, other States and 

Territories, as well as the Commonwealth, have 

their own legislation to protect native flora. 

Most require licensing of some kind. Further, 

granting of an export authority by the 

Commonwealth requires each applicant to 

demonstrate that the flora intended for export 

has been legally obtained.  

 

These protections were rightly been put in 

place long ago to protect native stands of flora 

and local ecosystems from exploitation and 

damage, a threat which became apparent as 

native species were increasingly being 

harvested for sale and traded in greater 

volumes without any regulation.  

 

This in effect became a catalyst to develop the 

wildflower industry, prompting more people to 

cultivate native species for the floristry trade, 

both here and overseas. As industry members 

know well, over time the Australian wildflower 

industry has consolidated and expanded. Now 

such legislation is seen by many as out of step 

with the current industry focussed on plantation 

grown Australian wildflowers. So it’s important to 

establish, starting in NSW, whether it is possible 

to change the legislation to reflect that 

plantation growers should be exempt from 

licensing or at least assessed as ‘low risk’ and 

encouraged for the part they play in reducing 

pressure on native stands. 
(Information adapted with acknowledgement from 

that provided by WIN to its members). 

 
Reminder – Farmdiversity website  

 
This RIRDC website was designed as a first-step 

resource for farmers (or anyone involved in 

decisions about farming) to explore what might 

be possible on their farm. It aims to provide 

broad information and then links to relevant 

organizations and further detailed resources. 

Go to www.farmdiversity.com.au 

 

The following wildflowers are included: Banksia, 

Christmas bush, Eucalypts - search for 

‘Eucalypts (floristry)’, Flannel flower, Kangaroo 

paws, Leucodendron, Leucospermum, Protea, 

Thryptomene, Waratah and Waxflower. 

You can also use the website to short list other 

agricultural activities that might allow you to 

diversify what you currently do on your land. 
 

Flower Knowledge Centre  

The Flower Knowledge Centre hosted by the 

Flower Association of Queensland is now free to 

industry members. This is an online library of 

information, fact sheets and other resources for 

the Australian cut flower and foliage industry. 

Search for information on all sectors of the 

supply chain: growing, wholesaling, floristry, 

retailing, marketing and more. We hope to add 

more wildflower information to the Centre. Go 

to: 

www.flowersqueensland.asn.au/knowledgecen

tre 

Great resource about weeds  

The Weeds Australia website contains a wealth 

of useful information. It lists weeds of national 

significance and noxious weeds, has 

information on weed identification and 

management and much more. The weed 

identification tool is particularly useful. 

http://www.weeds.org.au/ 

Speaking of weeds…herbicide update  

In the last newsletter we noted that when 
existing Minor Use Permits for wildflowers are 

due to expire, they can’t be renewed without 

additional information from industry including 

documented evidence from several growers 

giving experience of use on various species and 

different states is needed.  

 

At our AGM a decision was made that each 

chemical or MUP will be dealt with on a case by 

case basis, with industry members asked 

whether or not they use the chemical and will 

support efforts to secure a MUP.  

https://www.landmanagement.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.farmdiversity.com.au/
http://asn.us7.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=7ec837c7e3762431936c9ffe9&id=942d1803da&e=037a94d1fb
http://asn.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=7ec837c7e3762431936c9ffe9&id=cc0034e636&e=037a94d1fb
http://asn.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=7ec837c7e3762431936c9ffe9&id=cc0034e636&e=037a94d1fb
http://www.weeds.org.au/
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The chart included with the last newsletter 

noted that PER14528 covering five herbicides 

against various weeds in wildflower crops will 

expire in September next year. I have reviewed 

those chemicals and discussed their labels with 

Peter Dal Santo of AgAware Consulting, who is 

conducting RIRDC project PRJ-010333. Our 

consensus is that while some labels do allow use 

of the product on/in wildflower crops 

[glyphosate and oxyfluorfen (Goal – 240g/L 

oxyfluorfen)], those for three herbicides do not.  

These will need a MUP to secure their use in 

wildflower crops beyond September next year: 

Paraquat/diquat (Spray Seed®) 

Glufosinate ammonium (Basta®) 

Simazine 

 

So, as you control your weeds over the summer, 

take note of which herbicides you are using! If 

you are using any of the 3 above, and are not 

located in Victoria (where different legislation 

exists), please get in touch. It may be possible 

to include them in year 2 of PRJ-010333, which 

could cover the cost of the renewal.  

 
PER13832 has now lapsed 

PER13832 permitted the use of Metalaxyl & 

Metalaxyl-M in various crops including 

wildflowers to manage Pythium Root Rot & 

Phytophthora Root Rot. In keeping with the 

resolution at the AGM, WFA members were sent 

an email asking whether or not they used this 

product and would support renewal of the 

MUP. There was only one response (from a 

grower who does not use this product), so this 

MUP has now lapsed. 
 

 

 

Beautiful minds and waratahs  

Waratahs continue to raise awareness and 

funds for mental health in the Macarthur region 

just south of Sydney. Each year, on a Friday in 

October, fresh waratahs are sold in local 

shopping centres to raise funds for Beautiful 

Minds which provides funds for acute mental 

health facilities in the area, including Waratah 

House. This year 2500 blooms were sold. 

October is mental health awareness month. 

 
ACCC Agriculture Unit* 

The Australian Competition and Consumer 

Commission (ACCC)’s Agriculture Unit has been 

established to examine competition and unfair 

trading issues in agricultural supply chains with a 

view to improving enforcement and 

compliance with the Competition and 

Consumer Act 2010 across the agriculture 

sector.  

 

Commissioner Mick Keogh will work with the 

Agriculture Unit and assist the ACCC’s activities 

to encourage fair trading and strengthen 

competition across agricultural supply chains. 

For example, the ACCC Agriculture Unit 

recently released a guide to assist small 

businesses and farmers in understanding the 

potential benefits of another collaborative 

process, collective bargaining. 

You can subscribe to their Agriculture 

Information Network to receive emails about 

new or updated resources, developments 

concerning enforcement action, upcoming 

events, surveys and other opportunities to 

engage with the ACCC. 

 
 

 

RIRDC publications* 

As part of their National Rural Issues Program, 

RIRDC has produced a number of publications 

relating to agricultural trade issues, farm 

business and industry competitiveness. It might 

be useful to read their report on collective 

bargaining in the agriculture sector in 

conjunction with the above factsheet from the 

ACCC. 
 

Farm Cooperatives and Collaboration Pilot 

Program* 

Prior to the Federal election, Minister Joyce 

announced the $13.8 million Cooperatives and 

Collaboration Pilot Program, which will support 

farmers establishing cooperatives and other 

collaborative ventures. Groups of farmers will be 

able to submit proposals for new collaborations 

to a panel of industry experts. Successful 

applicants will receive funding support and a 

dedicated case worker to get their project off 

the ground. At this stage, the best next step is to 

register for updates about the program on the 

Department of Agriculture and Water 

Resources’ website. The page also lists a 

mailbox for enquiries at Southern Cross 

University.  
* Information provided courtesy of Laura Johnson, 

Policy Officer (Wool, Dairy, Wine, Small and Emerging 

Industries Branch), Agricultural Policy Division - 

Department of Agriculture and Water Resources, 

Canberra. 

 

Australian Flora Foundation 

Established as a non-profit body in 1981, the 

Australian Flora Foundation Inc (AFF) arose 

mainly because members of the Australian 

Plants Society and plant scientists wanted to 

http://www.accc.gov.au/publications/the-benefits-of-working-with-other-small-businesses-collective-bargaining-and-collective-boycotts
http://www.accc.gov.au/publications/the-benefits-of-working-with-other-small-businesses-collective-bargaining-and-collective-boycotts
http://www.accc.gov.au/media/subscriptions/agriculture-information-network
http://www.accc.gov.au/media/subscriptions/agriculture-information-network
http://www.rirdc.gov.au/research-programs/rural-people-issues/national-rural-issues
http://minister.agriculture.gov.au/joyce/Pages/Media-Releases/support-for-farmers-in-ag-supply-chains.aspx
http://minister.agriculture.gov.au/joyce/Pages/Media-Releases/support-for-farmers-in-ag-supply-chains.aspx
http://www.agriculture.gov.au/cooperatives
mailto:co-operatives@scu.edu.au
mailto:co-operatives@scu.edu.au


 

see more research carried out on Australian 

flora. 

AFF has as its objective to foster research into 

the biology and cultivation of Australian plants 

by funding research projects, giving prizes for 

research, organising seminars, publishing 

research findings and by any other effective 

means. So it shares a number of aims with the 

WildFlowers Australia Ltd and the wider 

Australian wildflower industry. 

 

AFF aims to foster research to: 

 Increase community awareness of the 

richness and beauty of the Australian flora 

through greater use of the flora in parks and 

gardens 

 Conserve Australia’s native flora which has 

been over-cleared.  Scientific research is 

crucial if this unique resource is to be 

preserved into the future, together with its 

dependent birds, animals and other living 

creatures. 

 Reverse salination - our native flora is likely 

to play an important role in enabling us to 

reverse the alarming rate of salination and 

degradation of our soils. 

 Understand the factors critical to survival of 

our native flora. 

 Develop propagation and cultivation 

techniques to restore natural stands and to 

save threatened species. 

 Develop horticulturally attractive forms of 

wildflowers 

 Commercially cultivate selected 

wildflowers, especially for international 

markets.  

Visit the AFF website at http://aff.org.au to find 

out more, including details of projects currently 

being supported and reports on completed 

projects. Several projects supported by the AFF 

involve species grown or under development as 

commercial wildflower crops. You can scan 

through these at 

http://www.aff.org.au/AFF3'_Grants.htm 

 
Feature flower: Leucadendron ‘Pisa’ 
Botanical name: Leucadendron floridum ‘Pisa’ 

 
Origin:  

Like proteas, Leucadendron species originate in 

South Africa and typically bear male and 

female flowers on separate plants. However, 

‘Pisa’ was developed in NZ. It is a female 

selection and is vegetatively propagated. 

 

Available almost all year except, when the new 

growth is too soft, ‘Pisa’ is an important crop for 

Australian growers, and a versatile product for 

florists.  

 

It can be sold at different stages of maturity, 

from when the bracts are fully coloured and 

firm until the flower head matures and the 

bracts have opened outwards to reveal the 

silvery woody cone (next column).  

 

One source says this cultivar is named after the 

famous leaning tower of Pisa, in reference to 

the plant’s tendency to lean away from the 

wind. Strong winds and rain tend to encourage 

leaning, and, if severe, can make a large 

proportion of the crop unmarketable. 

 
Description: Willowy stems bear many short side 

branches, each densely covered with whorls of 

silvery green, slightly twisted leaves and 

terminating in a flower head featuring yellow to 

lime-yellow bracts (botanically these are 

involucre leaves rather than true bracts). The 

bracts enclose a tiny, central cone-like flower, 

which grows to form a woody cone as the 

flower head matures.  

 

When the cone is first prominent, it is greenish 

with tiny individual flowers spiralling up to the tip 

(and bright yellow pollen is visible as the flower 

heads develop). It becomes large and matures 

to an attractive silvery colour as the season 

progresses. As the flower head matures, the 

bracts become greener and open outwards to 

form an open cup at the stem tips. 

 
More mature stem with silvery cone 

 

Cultivation notes: Plants grow fast and will 

produce marketable yields within 2 years of 

planting. They need well drained acidic soils. 

Adequate irrigation is important to develop 

http://aff.org.au/
http://www.aff.org.au/AFF3'_Grants.htm


 

11 | P a g e  
 

WildFlowers Australia newsletter 2016 

good stem length and quality. Like most 

Proteaceae, Leucadendron plants are 

susceptible to Phytophthora root rot. ‘Pisa’ does 

tolerate frost. 

 

Late in the season, bypass growth becomes a 

problem, as shoots at the stem tip below the 

flower head grow past the flowers. 

 
Flowering season: August to November, 

depending on location. 

 
Typical vase life: 7-21 days. 

 
Sold as bunches: A typical bunch includes 5-10 

stems. Typical stem lengths range from 50 to 100 

cm, in 10 cm increments. Stems within a bunch 

should be approximately the same diameter, 

with the ends aligned together. Use 2 ties: 1 

near base (3 cm from bottom) and again 

loosely 2/3 of the way up the bunch. Two ties 

make bunches easier to pack. Alternatively, 

spiral a rubber band up the stems. ‘Pisa’ in not 

usually sleeved. 

 
When to harvest: When the flower heads are at 

final size: bracts are firm and fully coloured 

yellow, fully enclosing the centre of the head, 

to later stages when the bracts are more 

greenish and have reflexed to reveal the cone. 

Avoid stems with damaged, dull, brown, wilted 

or chewed bracts, or asymmetrical, deformed 

or damaged blooms. 

Postharvest treatment: Effective cooling soon 

after harvest is important to retaining quality 

and maximising vase life. It is unclear whether 

pulsing in sugar before shipping benefits 

Leucadendron. Hold in clean potable water 

with an added registered biocide. 
 

Tips for florists: ‘Pisa’ has a long vase life. 

However, product held too long becomes dull 

and brown tips develop on the bracts and 

should not be sold. Choose bunches with fresh 

silvery green leaves and avoid those that look 

dull or wilted.  
 

Recut stems and place into fresh water 

containing a registered biocide.  

 
Ethylene susceptibility: ‘Pisa’ is not ethylene 

sensitive.  
Adapted with acknowledgement from the Australian 

Wildflower Quality Specification for Leucadendron 

’Pisa’, November 2010. Available to download or 

purchase at 

https://rirdc.infoservices.com.au/items/10-046 

Photos courtesy of Lowan Turton and NSW DPI  

 

Events 2016 
December 3. WIN Christmas get together at the 

property of Peter and Margaret Olde (The Oaks, 

NSW) from 11.00am. Bring own BBQ, own drinks 

and a plate to share. More details are available 

from Frank Allatt (fallatt@bigpond.net.au) 

 

 

How to contact WFA  
Bettina Gollnow (Communications and Extension 

Manager):  

management@wildflowersaustralia.com.au  

Mobile: +61 4 3426 5817/0434 265 817  

 

Secretariat (Wendy Ketter) 

Please note that WFA has a new contact address as 

a result of the Flower Association relocating its office.   

  

Postal address: 

WFA Secretariat 

PO Box 8152 

Cleveland 

QLD 4163 

  

Street address: 

Suite 5 112-116 Bloomfield Street 

Cleveland 

QLD 4163 

  
Phone (unchanged): 07 3821 3350 

FAQI and therefore WFA also no longer have a fax 

machine.  

 
The advice provided in this newsletter is intended as a source of 
information only.  WildFlowers Australia Ltd does not guarantee that 
the newsletter is without flaw of any kind or is wholly appropriate for 

your particular purposes and therefore disclaims all liability for error, 
loss or other consequence which may arise from you relying on any 
information in this communication. 

 

This newsletter is an activity funded by the RIRDC project 

PRJ-009045 Capacity Building and Communications for the 

Wildflower industry stage 2.  

It has been compiled by Bettina Gollnow, the 

Communications & Extension Manager, also funded by this 

project.   

 

 

 

 

https://rirdc.infoservices.com.au/items/10-046
mailto:fallatt@bigpond.net.au

